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Dr. William Parker
Dr. William Parker was born in the colony of Georgia in 1766
and achisved prOminénce as a physician and community leader. ERe
was cne of the original members of the Géﬂrgia Medical Seociety,
which wags established in Savannah in 1804, aAdditionally, he was
s member of Christ Church and on the Board of Trustees for Beth-

egda Orphanage.

In 1BD4 he married the widow Lovisa Gueraprd Mce Allister who

wae originally from Prince William's Parish in South Carolina,

Dr. Parker was a dedendsnt of Henry Parker, the second pres-
ident of the colony of Georgia and one of the first settlers of
the Isle of Hope. Henry Parker and his wife, Ann, arrived in

Savannah in August 1733 with General James Ogelthorpe.

While visiting his country home on the Isle of Hape, Dr.
Parker was paralyzed by a stroke and died two years later in

1838, at his residence on Bryan Street in Savannah.
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The Georgla Historical Society on Whitaker Street in Sav-
annah is in possession of a handsome 0il portrait of Dr. Wil-

liam Parker. It was a donation of the Ceorgia Medical Society,
: 1
of which br, Parker was an original member. In Juns 1804, the

local medical society in Savannah was given a charter by the
2
State of Georgia. The soclety was incorporated "for the pur-

pose of lessening the fatality induced by the climate and in-
3

cidental causes and improving the sclence of medicine.

The origin of Dr. Parker's authority to practice medicine
haz not been fully established. A person of the same name wWas
graduated from the Medical School of the University of Pennsyl-

4
vania in 1788, at which time Parker would have been twenty-two.

However, hig obituary in The Daily Georgian states that he re-
ceived a libaral education and studisd medicine under the cel-

5
ebrated English surgeon and physician Dr. Samuel Beecroft.

6
Dr. Beecroft was a practicing physician in Savannah. Dr. Parker
did not advertise his professional serxvices and products in the"
newspapers as other physicians of that periecd did. This is an

indication that he had a large, successful practice.

pr. Parker could well have afforded the opportunity to
garn a medical degree since his father was & successful planter.

parker's father Henry stipulated in his will that his estate



was to be used for the maintenance and education of his feour
children. William at age five received 250 acxes as a result

i 7
of his father's benavolence,

Dr. Parker was in partnership with Dr. Lemuel Kollock
{1766-1823), a native of Wrentham, Massachusetts.B Dr. Kollock
did not have a medical degree but practiced under the authority
of a certification of gualification given him by Dr. Issac Sen-
ter under whom he had done a preceptorship. Dr. Parker and
Dr. Kollock had a large and prosperous practice in Savannah.
Through their dedication to the medical profession, they trained
Dr. Edwin LeRoy Mc Call who later graduated from the University
of Pennsylvania Medical Echool.lﬂ As a result. of the efforts
of the yeung Dr. Me Call, Dr. Parker and Dr. Kollock were elec-

11
ted as honorary members of the Pennsylvania Medical Society.

As a part of the program of the Georgia Medical Society,
seven of the members, of which Parker was cone, volunteered to 12_
make house visits to register births and deaths of both races.
Dr. Parker's area was designated to be Warren and Washington
Warde. He lived on East Bryan Street which was located in

Warren Ward. This activity was one of the many programsg in-

stituted by the Medical Society.

Dr. Parker wag appointed to the board of managers of the

(2]



Savannah Poor House and Hospital Scociety in February of 1809%.
13
He was in attendance at the hospital two days a week. These

“shifts were apparently rotated among all of the docters in the

prganlzation.

Dr. Victor Bassett stated in his article that Dr. Parker
14
retired from his medical practice at a comparatively young age.
15

Evidence shows that he was practicing as late as 1823. Fer-
haps he retired to his country home on the Isle of Hope to farm

and raise cattle.

Dr. Farker was a civie minded man and a member of Christ

Church to which he willed ten acres of land at his death. This
lé
land wag situated on the Isle of Hope. He was also on the

board of trustees for Bethesda in 1816 when lands were to be
17

gold for Bethesda College or the Orphan House Estate, The

records for those transactions were lost accerding to The His-
18
tory of Bethasda. Parker's concern for the fatherless was

14
also reflected in his obituary in The Daily Georgian.. Ac=-

cording to the 1830 census of Savannah, he may have had several
nieces and nephews living with him.20 Bince Parker had no
¢hildren, he felt a strong paternal feeling towards the child-
ren and grandchildren of his cousin, Ann Johnston. He was

equally as fond of scme of his wife's nieces and nephews.
Parker's good standing in the community developed largely

{3)



because of his genercsity and character but was alsc influenced
by family, some of whom were the ealliest settlers in Savannah.
‘William Parker's grandparents, Henry and Ann Parker, arrived
in Savannah with General James Ogelthorpe on August 29, 1733.
Henry Parker, a liqﬁén draper, came with his wife and two sons
both of whom died the following mmnth.21 He was also accompa-
nied by his brother William Parker, a silversmith, who died
the following yaar.22 Henry Parker.achieved promingnce as a
bailiff in Savannah and as the second president of the colony
of Geurgia.23 .He requested and received a grant of 500 acres
on the Isle of Hope from the President and his assistants on

24
June 9, 1750.

Henry and Ann Parker had other children who were born in

~ the colony ﬁf Georgia. The dates of their lives are incomplete
with exact dates known only on 2 daughter, Grace, whoe was born

in 1740 and died in 18ﬂ9.25 Their eldest son, Henry, father of
Dr. Parker, began his career on an unsatisfactory tract of land -
which his father had leased from the coleny. The younger Henry
petitioned the President and hils assistants for a more desire-

gable tract of land.upcn which he would have more luck in culti-
vating. The President of the Colony, citing his pleasure &t

young Henry's industriousness, granted him 500 acres adjoining
B

his father's land.

(4)



Henry became a successful planter and was survived at his

death in 1771 by his wife, Elizabeth, and four children -- Wil-
27
iam, Henry, Elizabeth, and Ann. He bequeathed the 500 acres
28
to his two Bons. His wife, Elizabeth Parker, died October

11, 1868 during one of the Yellow Fever epidemics that so fre-

gquently were visited upon Savannah, She was buried in the yard
23 -
of Dr., Parker's home. Born in London, England in 1735, she

lived in and around Savannah for 66 years. She was especially
30
noted for her pious attitude and wellinformed mind.

Mene of Dr. Parker's brothers and sisters played so large

a part in his life as did his first cousin, ann Farley Johnston,
3l
daughter of Grace and Samuel Farley. Upon Dr. Parker's death,

inn Johnston was designated as the heir of his estate which was
eventually +o pass to her grandchildren. ©Dr. Parker had a
deep affectlion for Ann and locked upon her as a sister.32

Since Ann's husband, Alexander, died in 181¢, she may have

gone to live with Dr. Parker.33 In the census of 1830, three
zdult women were listed as residing in Dr. Parker's home, Iwo
famales listed their ages as being between 40 and 50. This
may have been Ann Johnston and Loulsa Parker, even though Ann
would have besn n::ll::'li';'.:r:.3“l The female in the 30 to 40 bracket

is assumed to have been Ann Farleéy Maxwell with her children

35
James and Alexander, ages between 10 and 15 and 15 and 20.

(5)



Dr. Parker married Mrs. Louisa Guerard Mc Allister, the
widow of Richard Mc Allister of Me Intosh County, December
23, 1804, Dr. Parker and his partner Dr, Kollock, were the

- physicians who frequented the Mc Allister plantation in 1802
37

and 1803, They attended the slaves as well as family mem~

bers. Mrs. Mo Allister had a daughter, Louisa Caroling, who
a8
was born in January 1801 and died March 23, 1803. Dr. John
39
Irvine was in attendance prior to the child's death. = Mrs.

Me Allister had suffered a great deal in those few years by

losing her husband of four years in November 1802 and her
41
only child the following March.

Iouisa was one of 15 children born to Godin and Ann Matthewt

Guerard of Prince William's Parish in South Carolina. {hey
4

owned a large plantation of 1,114 acres near Cambahet. Lou-

iga's mother, Anne, lived cngggp attain theqage of 41, dying a
2

few days after the birth of her 15th c¢hild. Godin an33hnn
Guerard had married in. South Carolina, August 24, 1763, When
Louisa married Richard Mc Allister in 1798, it is possible that
some of her motherless brothers and sister went to live with

44
her on the Mc Allister plantation.

Dr. Parker'sz land on the Isle of Hope was eventually divided

(6)



among seven nieces and nephews. It appears that Dr. Parker
died without any direct heirs and was alsc a widower. As spec-
ified in his will and designated on a map of 1800 which was re-
surveyed by John Mo Kinnon Suvy, his Isle of Hope property was
received by William Parker Bowen, William Parker White, Mary
2melia White, Ann Matthews White, Robert G. Guerard, James Max-
well, and Alexander Maxwe11.45 The latter two were the grand-
children of his beloved cousin, ann Farley Johnstcn.46 The
thres White children are thought to have been the children of
Staele and Ann Cuerard White, sister and other-in-law of Lou-
isa Parker.g? Robert G. Guerard, son cf Peter Guerard,

was a favorite of Louisa's. He died in

48
1853 at the age of 43.

william Parker White built a lovely home on the Skidaway
River around 1850. The founflation of this home is thought to
ba the original tabby foundation laid by the elder Henry Par-
ker.49 The land upon which this home was built was not kept
in tact after the death of Mrs. Ann Parker.Eu It was to be
divided among her grandchildren when the yocungest attained
the age of twenty-one, Parker must have felt strongly about
keeping that tract of land together since he bought a parcel
of land on the TIsle of Hope containing 264 acres. That area
called the old Isle of Hope and Parker's Bluff was adjacent to
land already in his pcssession.El That contract was signed on

May 10, 1824 between Vincent Thomas Matthews (probably a grand-

N




son of Ann Parker) and Dr. William Parker.

Dr. Parker alsoc purchaseﬁ a large tract of land in the
White Bluff district called Beach Hill. This transaction be-
tween Parker and Hampden Mc Intosh in April 1816 exhibits his
financial success. The price of the 159% acres was $4000, a
considerable sum.52 Additionally, Parker had a country seat

53
on the Skidaway River as well as a lovely home in town.

The exact date of the erection of Parker's home on 324-
326 Past Bryan Street is unknown. He began paying rent on
lote 13 and 14, Warren Ward, in May 1BOG. ! The origin of
the property can be traced back to 1791 at which time Louisa
Parker's brother-in-law, Mathew Mc Allister, was paying the
city tax. TLouisa's first husband‘s name appears on the city
ledger in 1?95.55 Therefore, the property became Dr. Parker's
through his marriage to Louisa. In 1845, Ann Johnston sold the

property to Patrick Duffy for Parker's estate for the amount
5

of 55,500,

ag reflected in his obituary, Dr. Parker led an active and
productive life. Even though he had no children, his life was
devoted to his family. all of his undertakings reflected a
kind ﬁnd compassionate man. In his will, he saw fit to rewem-

ber his fond attachment for his slaves and to request that they

(8)




57
be treated with kindness. It is indeed unfortunate that a

man dedicated to his family, his slaves and the art of heal-
ing was stricken with paralysis. For two years he endured
much suffering and eventually died of apoplexy at the advan-

58

ced age of 72, He was buried on Sunday worning, Januwary 7,
54
1538,

It has been said that most 0f the Parkers, beginning with
Henry, were buried at Grimbal Point on the Isle of ane.ﬁu
It is appropriate that they should be buried there since
they were among the first to settle in that area. Unfortunat-

ley, there are no grave markers or any other designation of a

cemetery.

(9}
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